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Sun and his wife settled at 29 Rue Moli&re in .the French Con-
cession at Shanghai and for a time he turned his mind from the
hurly-burly of practical politics to the writing of books. A few
months later in the preface to Memoirs of a Chinese Revolutionist
Sun acknowledged the complete failure of the revolution and ex-
pressed a hope that his pen would prove mightier than his sword:
"... If we analyse our first promptings to carry out the Chinese Revolu-
tion, we shall see that we had in view the salvation of the Chinese people
and the country; whereas the result has been quite the opposite, and the
Chinese people is becoming more and more oppressed, the country more and
more unhappy. . . . Seven years have passed since the foundation of the
Chinese Republic, and literally nothing has been done in this direction. On
the contrary, the affairs of the Chinese Republic have become more and more
'complicated and the difficulties of the Chinese people have grown with ever*
passing day. . . . However, I still begin the writing of this book, first of all
for the purpose of crushing the enemy with the help of my theory, and leading
the thoughts of my Chinese fellow-countrymen out of the blind alley in which
they are at present. Then they will not look on my programme as a Utopia,
and millions of them will be my sympathisers, will tight for the reconstruction
of China, will consolidate the Republic, and will create a Government by
the people, of the people and for the people. I believe in this, since I believe
in the Chinese people.**
On October 17, 1918, Sun wrote from Shanghai to Mrs. Camlie
giving her a summary of a year's news:
"In spite of the manifold responsibilities and duties that must befall you,
* I trust that you have time to keep up with the work that we are doing here.
Over a year ago I left Shanghai with the greater part of the Navy for Canton.
There I organised the Military Government in opposition to the illegal
Government in the north, which is comprised of followers and henchmen
of Yuan Shih-kai. By military forces they sought to destroy the Republic
and compelled U Yuan Hung to dissolve the Parliament.
"Thus the country has been in turmoil ever since. We are trying to over-
throw tfee same autocratic and military spirit in our country as that for which
so many lives have been sacrificed in the European War. As soon as the legal
Parliament was convened at Canton I resigned as chief of the Military Govern-
ment, since my object had been obtained. The mandarin clique in the North
has set up a bogus Parliament and elected a bogus President in the meantime;
however, there will be no peace until law is restored and the Constitutiooalist
cause succeeds.
"At present I am devotisg my time in writing another book, by which 1
hope to instil new knowledge into Chinese minds and to revolutionise oW
theories which we without questioning their worth or truth have dung to for
centuries, to the stagnation of our mental progress and achievement. Last
year I finished a book on the Parliamentary Law, and I aia glad that m many